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Kraaibosch Country Estate & Manor 
Recommended Plant Species 

 
 

 
Legend: 

 
P Highly recommended 
! Conservation status : Protected 
W Wet sites 
P Pioneer plant 
WW Waterwise or 
D Drought resistant 
 
 
 
TREES 
 
 Botanical 

name 
English Afrikaans Characteristic 

P Acacia karroo 
(Vachellia) 

Sweet thorn Soetdoring Yellow flower, attracts birds & 
butterflies. Invasive roots. 

 A. sieberiania Paperbark thorn  Papierbasdoring Flat crown, white flowers. 
Birds, bees, butterflies 

P 
W 

A. 
xanthophloea 

Fever tree Koorsboom Fast growth, wet soil, open crown 

 Acokanthera 
oppositifolia 

Bushman’s Poison Boesmansgif Poisonous 

 Allophylus 
decipiens 

False currant Bastertaaibos  

P Apodytes 
dimidiata 

White pear Witpeer Evergreen, paving-friendly 

 Brachylaena 
nerifolia 

Water white 
alder/Cape silver 
oak 

Waterwitels River valleys 

 Buddleja 
saligna 

False Olive Valsolyf Fast growth, hedge 

 Burchellia 
bubalina 

Wild pomegranate Wildegranaat Bright red flowers, attracts birds, 
small garden 

P Colodendrum 
capense 

Cape chestnut Wildekastaiing Beautiful pink flowers 

P Canthium 
inerme 

Turkey berry Doringels Birds & bees 

 C. mundianum 
(Afrocanthium 
mundanium) 

Rock alder Klipels  

P Celtis africana White stinkwood Witstinkhout Fast growth – although slow growth 
rate reported in the Estate.   

https://pza.sanbi.org/vachellia-karroo
https://pza.sanbi.org/vachellia-karroo
https://pza.sanbi.org/vachellia-sieberiana-var-woodii
https://pza.sanbi.org/vachellia-xanthophloea
https://pza.sanbi.org/vachellia-xanthophloea
https://pza.sanbi.org/acokanthera-oppositifolia
https://pza.sanbi.org/acokanthera-oppositifolia
https://redlist.sanbi.org/species.php?species=3846-4
https://redlist.sanbi.org/species.php?species=3846-4
https://pza.sanbi.org/apodytes-dimidiata-subspdimidiata
https://pza.sanbi.org/apodytes-dimidiata-subspdimidiata
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/570556-Brachylaena-neriifolia
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/570556-Brachylaena-neriifolia
https://pza.sanbi.org/buddleja-saligna
https://pza.sanbi.org/buddleja-saligna
https://pza.sanbi.org/burchellia-bubalina
https://pza.sanbi.org/burchellia-bubalina
https://pza.sanbi.org/calodendrum-capense
https://pza.sanbi.org/calodendrum-capense
https://pza.sanbi.org/canthium-inerme
https://pza.sanbi.org/canthium-inerme
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/579167-Afrocanthium-mundianum
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/579167-Afrocanthium-mundianum
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/579167-Afrocanthium-mundianum
https://pza.sanbi.org/celtis-africana
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 Ceratonia 
seliqua 

Carob Karob Clay soil, slow growing but long lived. 
Not indigenous. 

 Chionanthus 
foveolatus 

Pock ironwood Bos-pokysterhout Paving friendly, hedge 

P 
W 

Combretum 
erythrophyllum 

River bushwillow Vaderlandswilg Fast growth, drought resistant, 
attracts birds & butterflies. Alongside 
rivers and in wet soil.  
Drought resistant.  

P 
W 

Cunonia 
capensis 

Red alder 
(butterspoon) 

Rooiels Wet soil, fragrant 
 

P Curtisia 
dentata 

Assegai wood Assegaaihout Evergreen, dense 

P Cussonia 
spicata 

Cabbage tree Kiepersol Feature plant 
Aggressive and invasive roots 
observed 

 Dais cotinifolia Pompon tree Kannabas Masses of pink flowers, feeds 
honeybees. 

* Diospyros 
whyteana 

Bladder nut Swartbas Fragrant, hedge 

 Dombeya 
burgessiae 

Pink wild pear Pers drolpeer Suitable for small garden, pink 
flowers. 

 D. rotundifolia Wild pear Drolpeer Masses white flowers, fragrant, 
attracts birds & butterflies. 

 Dodonaea 
angustifolia 

Sand olive Sandolyf Evergreen, fast 

 Elaeodendron 
croceum 

Saffron Saffraan Slow to germinate and grow 

 Erythrina 
(c)affra 

Cape Coral Kuskoraal Bright orange flowers. Aggressive 
roots. 

P Ekebergia 
capensis 

Cape ash Essenhout Evergreen, birds 

 Ficus 
natalensis 

Natal fig Natalvy Very big, fast grower 

 Ficus sur Broom cluster fig Besemtrosvy Evergreen, river 

P Grewia 
occidentalis 

Cross-berry Kruisbessie Birds, butterflies, bees 

 Gymnosporia 
nemorosa 

White Forest 
Spikethorn 

Witbospendoring  

P Halleria lucida White olive 
(notsung) 

Witolien Evergreen, flowers, birds 

P Harpephyllum 
caffrum 

Wild plum Wildepruim Red fruit 
 

P Ilex mitis Cape holly Waterhout Evergreen, berries 

https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/82742-Ceratonia-siliqua
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/82742-Ceratonia-siliqua
https://pza.sanbi.org/chionanthus-foveolatus-subsp-foveolatus
https://pza.sanbi.org/chionanthus-foveolatus-subsp-foveolatus
https://pza.sanbi.org/combretum-erythrophyllum
https://pza.sanbi.org/combretum-erythrophyllum
https://pza.sanbi.org/cunonia-capensis
https://pza.sanbi.org/cunonia-capensis
https://pza.sanbi.org/curtisia-dentata
https://pza.sanbi.org/curtisia-dentata
https://pza.sanbi.org/cussonia-spicata
https://pza.sanbi.org/cussonia-spicata
https://pza.sanbi.org/dais-cotinifolia
https://pza.sanbi.org/diospyros-whyteana
https://pza.sanbi.org/diospyros-whyteana
https://pza.sanbi.org/dombeya-burgessiae
https://pza.sanbi.org/dombeya-burgessiae
https://pza.sanbi.org/dombeya-rotundifolia
https://pza.sanbi.org/dodonaea-viscosa-var-angustifolia
https://pza.sanbi.org/dodonaea-viscosa-var-angustifolia
https://pza.sanbi.org/elaeodendron-croceum
https://pza.sanbi.org/elaeodendron-croceum
https://pza.sanbi.org/erythrina-afra
https://pza.sanbi.org/erythrina-afra
https://pza.sanbi.org/ekebergia-capensis
https://pza.sanbi.org/ekebergia-capensis
https://trees-sa.co.za/tree/ficus-natalensis/
https://trees-sa.co.za/tree/ficus-natalensis/
https://pza.sanbi.org/ficus-sur
https://pza.sanbi.org/grewia-occidentalis
https://pza.sanbi.org/grewia-occidentalis
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/567065-Gymnosporia-nemorosa
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/567065-Gymnosporia-nemorosa
https://pza.sanbi.org/halleria-lucida
https://pza.sanbi.org/harpephyllum-caffrum
https://pza.sanbi.org/harpephyllum-caffrum
https://pza.sanbi.org/ilex-mitis
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P Kiggelaria 
africana 

Wild peach Wildeperske Screen, sun, along streams.  Non-
aggressive roots. 
 

 Mystroxylon 
aethiopecum 

Kudu berry Lepelhout Widely adapted, attracts bird & bees 

P 
W 

Nuxia 
floribunda 

Forest elder Bosvlier Wet, flowers 

 Ochna arborea Cape plane Kaapse rooihout Yellow flowers 

P O. serrulata Carnival bush Fynblaarrooihout Yellow flowers, birds, butterflies, 
fragrant 

 Olea capensis Black ironwood Swart ysterhout Grow tall 

P Olea europaea 
subsp africana 

Wildeolyf Olienhout Evergreen, dense. Streambanks, 
woodland.  

 Olinia ventosa Hard pear Hardepeer Forest fringes, attracts birds 

P Pittosporum 
viridiflorum 

White Cape 
beech/cheesewood 

Witboekenhout Hedge, birds. True evergreen. 
Drought tolerant.  

P Podocarpus 
falcatus 
(Afrocarpus 
falcatus) 

Outeniqua 
yellowwood 

Outeniekwa 
geelhout/kalander 

Tall evergreen. Does well in the 
Estate. 

P 
! 

 

P. latifolius Yellowwood Geelhout Slow growth. Not recommended.  

 Ptaeroxylon 
obliquum 

Sneezewood Nieshout Attracts butterflies 

P 
W 

Rapanea 
melanophloeos 

Cape beech Kaapse boekenhout Evergreen, wet soil, windy areas.  

 Rhamnus 
prinoides 

African dogwood Camdeboo stinkhout Small, hedge 

W Rauvolfia 
caffra 

Quinine tree Kinaboom Butterflies, bees 
Wet sites 

W Salix 
mucronata 

Cape willow Kaapse wilger Open crown, wet, streams & river 
banks 

 Searsia glauca Blue kunibusch Bloukoenibos Berries 

P 
P 

S. lancea Karee Karee Widely adapted, along drainage lines 
& streams. Non-aggressive roots. 

 S. lucida Glossy crowberry Blink taaibos Evergreen, berries 

P Schotia affra Karoo boer-bean Karoohuilboerboon River, bright red flowers 

https://pza.sanbi.org/kiggelaria-africana
https://pza.sanbi.org/kiggelaria-africana
https://pza.sanbi.org/mystroxylon-aethiopicum
https://pza.sanbi.org/mystroxylon-aethiopicum
https://pza.sanbi.org/nuxia-floribunda
https://pza.sanbi.org/nuxia-floribunda
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/590679-Ochna-arborea
https://pza.sanbi.org/ochna-serrulata
https://pza.sanbi.org/olea-capensis
https://pza.sanbi.org/olea-europaea-subsp-africana
https://pza.sanbi.org/olea-europaea-subsp-africana
https://pza.sanbi.org/olinia-ventosa
https://pza.sanbi.org/pittosporum-viridiflorum
https://pza.sanbi.org/pittosporum-viridiflorum
https://pza.sanbi.org/afrocarpus-falcatus
https://pza.sanbi.org/afrocarpus-falcatus
https://pza.sanbi.org/afrocarpus-falcatus
https://pza.sanbi.org/afrocarpus-falcatus
https://pza.sanbi.org/podocarpus-latifolius
https://pza.sanbi.org/ptaeroxylon-obliquum
https://pza.sanbi.org/ptaeroxylon-obliquum
https://pza.sanbi.org/rapanea-melanophloeos
https://pza.sanbi.org/rapanea-melanophloeos
https://pza.sanbi.org/rhamnus-prinoides
https://pza.sanbi.org/rhamnus-prinoides
https://pza.sanbi.org/rauvolfia-caffra
https://pza.sanbi.org/rauvolfia-caffra
https://pza.sanbi.org/salix-mucronata
https://pza.sanbi.org/salix-mucronata
https://pza.sanbi.org/searsia-glauca
https://pza.sanbi.org/searsia-lancea
https://pza.sanbi.org/searsia-lucida
https://pza.sanbi.org/schotia-afra-var-afra
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 Scutia myrtina  Cat thorn Katdoring/bobbejaantou  

! Sideroxylon 
inerme  

White milkwood Witmelkhout Coastal woodland 

P Syzygium 
cordatum  

Water berry Waterbessie Water-loving, attracts birds, 
butterflies, bees. Grows fast. 

P Tarchonanthus 
littoralis 

Camphor bush Wilde kanferbos  

P Trichelia 
emetica 

Natal mahogany Rooiessenhout Clay loam soils, riverine forest, fast 
grower.  

 Trimeria 
grandifolia  

Wild mulberry Grootblaar Wilde 
moerbei 

 

P Vepris 
lanceolata 

White ironwood Witysterhout Dune & riverine forest 
Host to swallowtail butterfly 
Non-aggressive roots, ornamental 
pruning, container plant 

P 
P 

Virgillia 
divaricata 
Virgilla 
oroboides 
(George) 

Blossom tree Keurboom Fast growing; beautiful pink/mauve 
flowers  
Rust coloured hair on leaves 
Birds, bees.  

 
 
 
SHRUBS 
 
P 
P 

Anisodontea 
capensis 
A. scabrosa 

Cape mallow 
Pink mallow 

Harige malva 
Sandroos 

Coastal conditions, flowers through the year, 
respond well to pruning. Suitable as bonsai and 
pot plant.  Grows fast in Estate Garden. 

 Aspalathus 
florifera 

Pea flower?  Yellow flowers 

P 
D 

Bauhinia 
galpinii 

Pride of De 
Kaap 

Vlam van die 
Vlakte 

Attractive brick-red flowers; can behave as 
climber.  
Drought resistant. Attracts birds & bees. Useful 
as hedge.  

 Buddleja 
salvifolia 

Sagewood Saliebos Fragrant pink flowers, attracts birds & bees. 
Useful as hedge.  

 Burchella 
bubalinaForest 
num-num 

Wild 
pomegranate 

Wildegranaat Red to orange flowers, attracts birds & bees.  

 Carissa 
bispinosa 

Forest num-
num 

Bosnoemnoem Fast growing, useful as dense, thorny hedge. 
Unripe fruit & sap poisonous.  

P C. macrocarpa Natal plum, 
big num-num 

Groot noemnoem Fast growing, useful as dense, thorny hedge. 
Edible fruit (jams & jellies). 

https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/464684-Scutia-myrtina
https://pza.sanbi.org/sideroxylon-inerme
https://pza.sanbi.org/sideroxylon-inerme
https://pza.sanbi.org/syzygium-cordatum
https://pza.sanbi.org/syzygium-cordatum
https://pza.sanbi.org/tarchonanthus-littoralis
https://pza.sanbi.org/tarchonanthus-littoralis
https://pza.sanbi.org/trichilia-emetica
https://pza.sanbi.org/trichilia-emetica
https://pza.sanbi.org/trimeria-grandifolia-subsp-grandifolia
https://pza.sanbi.org/trimeria-grandifolia-subsp-grandifolia
https://pza.sanbi.org/vepris-lanceolata
https://pza.sanbi.org/vepris-lanceolata
https://pza.sanbi.org/virgilia
https://pza.sanbi.org/virgilia
https://pza.sanbi.org/virgilia
https://pza.sanbi.org/virgilia
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/75454-Anisodontea-capensis
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/75454-Anisodontea-capensis
https://pza.sanbi.org/anisodontea-scabrosa
https://pza.sanbi.org/aspalathus
https://pza.sanbi.org/aspalathus
https://pza.sanbi.org/bauhinia-galpinii
https://pza.sanbi.org/bauhinia-galpinii
https://pza.sanbi.org/buddleja-salviifolia
https://pza.sanbi.org/buddleja-salviifolia
https://pza.sanbi.org/burchellia-bubalina
https://pza.sanbi.org/burchellia-bubalina
https://pza.sanbi.org/carissa-bispinosa
https://pza.sanbi.org/carissa-bispinosa
https://pza.sanbi.org/carissa-macrocarpa
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P Eriocephalus 
africanus 

Wild 
rosemary 

Wilderoosmaryn Smells like Vicks. Grows well in clay.  

 Europs 
virgineus 

Honey 
europs 

Heuningmagriet Masses of yellow flowers. Fragrant, attracts 
bees.  

 Felicea 
echinata 

Dune daisy Bloublommetjie Evergreen.  Mauve to purple flowers.  Butterflies 
& bees.  
 

 F. filifolia Needle 
felicea 

Draaibos Masses of purple flowers.  

W Freylinia 
lanceolata 

Honeybells Heuninklokkiebos Bunches of yellow flowers. Fragrant, attracts 
birds & bees. Along streams & vleis.  

 Gnidia 
tomentosa 

Hairyflower 
Cape saffron 

 Pale yellow flowers. Marshy slopes.  

P Grewia 
occidentalis 

Cross berry Kruisbessie Attracts birds, bees, butterflies 

P Hypoestes 
aristata 

Ribbon bush Seeroogblommetjie Lilac flowers, attracts birds & bees 

P Jasminum 
multipartum 

Starry wild 
jasmine 

Sterjasmyn Fragrant, drought-resistant.  Attracts birds, 
bees, butterflies.  

P Leonotus 
leonorus 

Lion’s Ear Wildedagga Bright orange flowers, attracts birds, bees, 
butterflies 

P L. ocymifolia Rock Lion’s 
Paw 

Klipdagga Attracts birds & bees 

 Lobostemon 
fruticosus 

Pajama bush Agtdaegenees-
bossie 

Purple flowers, good pot plant.  

 Melianthus 
comosus 

Crown 
honeyflower 

Kruidjie-roer-my-
nie 

Birds, bees, butterflies. Bright red flowers.  

P Melianthus 
major 

Giant 
honeyflower 

Kruidjie-roer-my-
nie 

Birds, bees.  Poisonous to grazing animals.  
Wet sites.  

P Metalasia 
muricata 

White bristle 
bush 

Blombos 
Witsteekbossie 

Fragrant, attracts honeybees.  

P Morella 
cordifolia 
(Myrica 
cordifolia) 

Wax berry 
Candle berry 

Wasbessie Birds, bees, butterflies 

W Orphium 
frutescens 

Sea rose 
Sticky flower 

Teringbos Wet sites. Bright pink flowers. 

 Passerina 
rigida 

Bakers bush Gonnabas  

P Pelargonium 
cordifolium 

Heart-leaved 
pelargonium 

 Pink/purple flowers 
Can be stringy, would maybe do well with 
pruning. 

 P. quercifolium Oak-leaf 
pelargonium 

Muishondbos Pink flowers.  Birds, bees, butterflies.  

https://pza.sanbi.org/eriocephalus-africanus
https://pza.sanbi.org/eriocephalus-africanus
https://pza.sanbi.org/euryops-virgineus
https://pza.sanbi.org/euryops-virgineus
https://pza.sanbi.org/felicia-echinata
https://pza.sanbi.org/felicia-echinata
https://pza.sanbi.org/felicia-filifolia-subsp-filifolia
https://pza.sanbi.org/freylinia-lanceolata
https://pza.sanbi.org/freylinia-lanceolata
https://www.worldfloraonline.org/taxon/wfo-0000705012
https://www.worldfloraonline.org/taxon/wfo-0000705012
https://pza.sanbi.org/grewia-occidentalis
https://pza.sanbi.org/grewia-occidentalis
https://pza.sanbi.org/hypoestes-aristata
https://pza.sanbi.org/hypoestes-aristata
https://pza.sanbi.org/jasminum-multipartitum
https://pza.sanbi.org/jasminum-multipartitum
https://pza.sanbi.org/leonotis-leonurus
https://pza.sanbi.org/leonotis-leonurus
https://pza.sanbi.org/leonotis-ocymifolia
https://pza.sanbi.org/lobostemon-fruticosus
https://pza.sanbi.org/lobostemon-fruticosus
https://pza.sanbi.org/melianthus-comosus
https://pza.sanbi.org/melianthus-comosus
https://pza.sanbi.org/melianthus-major
https://pza.sanbi.org/melianthus-major
https://pza.sanbi.org/morella-cordifolia
https://pza.sanbi.org/morella-cordifolia
https://pza.sanbi.org/orphium-frutescens
https://pza.sanbi.org/orphium-frutescens
https://seedsandall.co.za/product/gonnabas-seekoppiesgonna-bakers-bush-passerina-rigida-5-seed-pack/
https://seedsandall.co.za/product/gonnabas-seekoppiesgonna-bakers-bush-passerina-rigida-5-seed-pack/
https://pza.sanbi.org/pelargonium-cordifolium
https://pza.sanbi.org/pelargonium-cordifolium
https://pza.sanbi.org/pelargonium-quercifolium
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 Podalyria 
sericea 

Silver sweet-
pea bush 

Silwer keurtjie Pink flowers.  Attracts bees 

 Polygala 
fruticose 

Butterfly 
bush 

Ertjieblom Bright pink flowers, feeds honeybees.  

 P. myrtifolia September 
bush 

Augustusbossie 
Septemberbos 

Bright pink flowers, suitable as hedge.  

 P. virgata Purple 
broom 

Persbesem. Bright purple flowers, evergreen, feeds 
honeybees. Drought tolerant, grows fast. 

 Psoralea 
pinnata 

Fountain 
bush 

Fonteinbos, 
bloukeur 

Grows along streams and wet places, strong 
scent. 
Local. Difficult to grow from cuttings.  

 Relhania 
pungens 
(Oedera 
pungens) 

Stinky 
Perdekaroos 

 Yellow flowers, strong smell.  

P Rhus crenata 
(Searsia 
crenata) 

Dune 
crowberry 

Duinekraaibessie Drought tolerant, serve as windbreaker, binds 
soil.  Hedge. 

 Salvia africana Blue African 
sage, wild 
sage 

Blousalie, 
perdesalie 

Drought resistant, fragrant, feeds honeybees.  
White and blue flowers.  

 S. 
chamaelaeagna 

Wild sage Blommetjiesalie Fragrant, white/purple/blue flowers. Grows 
along seepage areas, riverbeds.  Grows fast, 
cut back after flowering.   

 Stoebe 
plumose 
(Seriphium 
plumosum) 

Silver stoebe Slangbos, 
vaalbossie 

Drought resistant pioneer.  Fragrant, attracts 
birds and honeybees.   

 Sutherlandia 
frutescens 
(Lessertia 
frutescents) 

Cancer bush Kankerbos, 
blaasbossie 

Drought resistant pioneer, attracts birds, good 
potplant 

 Tephrosia 
capensis 

Cape 
hoarypea 

  

 Zygophylum 
morgsana 

Twinleaf, 
dollar bush 

Spekbossie, 
witkriedoring 

Smal shrubs with yellow flowers 

 
 
FYNBOS 
 

 Acmadenia 
heterophylla  

Variable-leaf 
acmademia 

 Bright pink flowers. Butterflies, honeybees, fragrant. 
Good pot plant 

 Agathosma 
ciliaris  

Mountain 
anise buchu 

Bergboegoe Fragrant.  Attracts bees. Pot plant. 

 Agathosma 
apiculata  

Garlic buchu Knoffelboegoe. Fragrant.  Feeds honeybees. 

https://pza.sanbi.org/podalyria-sericea
https://pza.sanbi.org/podalyria-sericea
https://pza.sanbi.org/polygala-fruticosa-southern-shores
https://pza.sanbi.org/polygala-fruticosa-southern-shores
https://pza.sanbi.org/polygala-myrtifolia
https://pza.sanbi.org/polygala-virgata
https://pza.sanbi.org/psoralea-pinnata
https://pza.sanbi.org/psoralea-pinnata
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/884774-Oedera-pungens
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/884774-Oedera-pungens
https://pza.sanbi.org/searsia-crenata
https://pza.sanbi.org/salvia-africana
https://pza.sanbi.org/salvia-chamelaeagnea
https://pza.sanbi.org/salvia-chamelaeagnea
https://pza.sanbi.org/seriphium-plumosum
https://pza.sanbi.org/seriphium-plumosum
https://pza.sanbi.org/lessertia-frutescens
https://pza.sanbi.org/lessertia-frutescens
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/595162-Tephrosia-capensis
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/595162-Tephrosia-capensis
https://pza.sanbi.org/zygophyllum
https://pza.sanbi.org/zygophyllum
https://pza.sanbi.org/acmadenia-heterophylla
https://pza.sanbi.org/acmadenia-heterophylla
https://pza.sanbi.org/agathosma-apiculata
https://pza.sanbi.org/agathosma-apiculata
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 Agathosma 
ovata  

Kluitjieskraal 
False buchu 

Kluitjieskraal 
valsboegoe 

Pink flowers. 

 Coleonema 
pulchellum  

Confetti 
busch 

Konfetibos Pink flowers, fragrant 

W Erica (c)affra Water-heath Waterheide White flowers. 

Grows along streams, wetlands  

Fragrant, feeds honeybees 

 E. 
cerinthoides 

Fire erica Rooihaartjie, 
klipheide 

Bright red flowers, respond after fire 

 E. formosa White heath Witheide Compact, glossy white flowers. Good pot plant. 

 E. glandulosa Glandulous 
heath 

Humansdorp 
heide 

Pink to orange flowers. Very hardy. 

 E. gracilis    

W E. sessiliflora Green heath Groenheide Yellow-green flowers, attracts birds & honeybees.  

Grow on lower slopes, seepage areas 

 E. versicolor   Red flower with yellow tips 

P Leucadendron 
spp 

Cone 
bushes 

Tobos Drought resistant, fragrant.   

Avoid root disturbance.  

P Phylica 
ericoides  

Heath 
phylicea 

Hardebos Bunches of white flowers; butterflies & bees.  

 Protea 
cyneroides  

King protea Koningsprotea National flower, birds (sugar birds, sunbirds) & 
bees 

 P. repens  Sugar busch Suikerbos Birds, bees 

 
 
RESTIOS/SEDGES  
 

W Calopsis 
paniculata 
(Restio 
paniculatus)  

Calopsis Besemgoed Waterlogged soils, stream banks 

W Cyperus papyrus Papyrus Papirus Feature plant, wet sites – ideally at least 0.5m deep 
to prevent toppling. . 

W Elegia capensis  Horsetail 
restio 

Katstert, 
besemriet 

Wet soil, along streams 

 E. tectorum 
(Chondropetalum 
tectorum) 

Cape 
thatching 
reed 

Dektriet Marshes & deep sand.  In association with protea, 
pincushion, erica. 

W Rhodocoma 
capensis  

  Feathery leaves, tiny pink flowers (female). Very 
adaptable. Along streams and damp soil. 

 R. foliosa Mikado 
stems 

Kort 
Langebergriet 

 

https://pza.sanbi.org/agathosma-ovata-kluitjieskraal
https://pza.sanbi.org/agathosma-ovata-kluitjieskraal
https://pza.sanbi.org/coleonema-pulchellum
https://pza.sanbi.org/coleonema-pulchellum
https://pza.sanbi.org/erica-caffra
https://pza.sanbi.org/erica-cerinthoides
https://pza.sanbi.org/erica-cerinthoides
https://pza.sanbi.org/erica-formosa
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/570185-Erica-glandulosa
https://johngrimshawsgardendiary.blogspot.com/2011/11/erica-gracilis-and-other-cape-heaths.html
https://pza.sanbi.org/erica-sessiliflora
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/567950-Erica-versicolor
https://pza.sanbi.org/leucadendron-laureolum
https://pza.sanbi.org/phylica-ericoides
https://pza.sanbi.org/phylica-ericoides
https://pza.sanbi.org/protea-cynaroides
https://pza.sanbi.org/protea-cynaroides
https://pza.sanbi.org/protea-repens
https://pza.sanbi.org/restio-paniculatus
https://pza.sanbi.org/restio-paniculatus
https://pza.sanbi.org/restio-paniculatus
https://pza.sanbi.org/restio-paniculatus
https://pza.sanbi.org/cyperus-papyrus
https://pza.sanbi.org/elegia-capensis
https://pza.sanbi.org/rhodocoma-capensis
https://pza.sanbi.org/rhodocoma-capensis
https://pza.sanbi.org/rhodocoma-foliosa
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 R. fruticosa  Common 
frayreed 

Kanet Tough, water-wise 

 R. gigantea  Olifantsriet Feeds honeybees 

W 

 

Schoenoplectus 
corymbosys 

Common 
sedge 

Matjiesgoed Wet soil 

 Thamnochortus 
cinereus  

Silver 
restio 

Silwerriet Along stream, wet soil 

 T. insignis  Albertinia 
thatching 
reed 

Dekriet, 
mannetjiesriet 

 

 
 
 
 
SUCCULENTS 
 

 Aloe 
arborescens 

Candelabra 
aloe 

Kransaalwyn Feature plant, attracts birds. Widely adapted. 

 A. ferox Bitter aloe Bitteraalwyn Feature plant, attracts birds. Widely adapted 

 A. maculate Soap aloe Bontaalwyn Feature plant, attracts birds. Widely adapted 

 Aloiampelos 
ciliaris 

Climbing 
aloe 

Rankaalwyn Grows quickly, roots where it falls. Pretty when 
combined with shrubs. Attracts birds. 

 Bulbine 
frutescens 

Bulbine, 
snake 
flower 

Rankkopieva 

Geel katstert 

Fast growing ground cover, good pot plant. 

 Cotyledon 
orbiculata 

Pig’s Ears Plakkie Attracts birds and bees 

 Glottiphylum 
haagei 

G depressum 

Tonguefig Vygie  

 Lampranthus 
spp 

Common 
vygie 

Vygie Various. 

Groundcover. Bright flowers. 

 Drosanthemum 
floribundum 

Purple 
carpet 

Perstapyt Butterflies & bees, drought resistant ground cover. 

 Orthonna 
capensis 

(Crassothonna 
capensis) 

Orthonna 
parviflora 

 Bobbejaankool Groundcover 

 

 
 
 
 

https://pza.sanbi.org/rhodocoma-fruticosa
https://pza.sanbi.org/rhodocoma-gigantea
https://www.randomharvest.co.za/South-African-Indigenous-Plants/Show-Plant/PlantId/710/Plant/Schoenoplectus-corymbosus
https://www.randomharvest.co.za/South-African-Indigenous-Plants/Show-Plant/PlantId/710/Plant/Schoenoplectus-corymbosus
https://pza.sanbi.org/thamnochortus-cinereus
https://pza.sanbi.org/thamnochortus-cinereus
https://pza.sanbi.org/thamnochortus-insignis
https://pza.sanbi.org/aloe-arborescens
https://pza.sanbi.org/aloe-arborescens
https://pza.sanbi.org/aloe-ferox
https://pza.sanbi.org/aloe-maculata
https://pza.sanbi.org/aloiampelos-ciliaris-var-ciliaris
https://pza.sanbi.org/aloiampelos-ciliaris-var-ciliaris
https://pza.sanbi.org/bulbine-frutescens
https://pza.sanbi.org/bulbine-frutescens
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/524318-Glottiphyllum-depressum
https://pza.sanbi.org/lampranthus-tenuifolius
https://pza.sanbi.org/drosanthemum-floribundum
https://pza.sanbi.org/drosanthemum-floribundum
https://redlist.sanbi.org/species.php?species=15467-3
https://redlist.sanbi.org/species.php?species=15467-3
https://redlist.sanbi.org/species.php?species=3198-9
https://redlist.sanbi.org/species.php?species=3198-9
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GROUND COVERS & BULBS 
 

 Agapanthus 
africanus 

African lily, 
dwarf 
agapanthus 

Fynbos 
agapanthus, klein 
bloulelie 

Attracts birds and honeybees, difficult to 
cultivate 

 

P 
Agapanthus 
praecox  

Common 
agapanthus, 
blue lily 

Bloulelie, agapant. Commonly available. Good pot plant, 
attracts honeybees. Poisonous.  

  Arctotis 
acaulis 

Renoster 
arctotis/marigold 

Renostergousblom Pioneer.  Good pot plant, attracts 
honeybees. Yellow, orange flowers.  

 Asparagus 
densiflorus 

Asparagus fern Smaragsiervaring Drought resistant, fragrant, good pot plant.  

 Bulbine 
frutescens 

Snake flower 

Cat’s tail 

Geelkatstert Drought resistant, fast growing.  
Yellow/orange flowers. 

 Chasmanthe 
floribunda 

Cobra lily Kapelpypie Drought resistant, orange flowers, attracts 
bees 

 Chlorophytum 
comosum 

Hen & chickens 

Spider plant 

Hen-met-kuikens Extremely common, first collected in the 
Langkloof near Uniondale 1794. Shade 
loving. 

W C. 
saundersiae 

Weeping 
anthericum 

Watergras Grows fast, very hardy, low maintenance. 
Self-seeding. Wet soil. Mass plantings.  

 Cineraria 
saxifraga 

Wild cineraria Geelblom Pioneer, soft shrublet with yellow flowers, 
mound forming 

 Clivia miniata Bush lily Boslelie Orange, also yellow and red flowers. 
Attracts birds, poisonous. Shade-loving. 

W Crinium 
moorei 

Natal lily, 
Inanda lily 

Natallelie, 
Ngomilelie 

Feature plant with white flowers, fragrant, 
poisonous.  Good in wet soil.  

 Crocosmia 
aurea 

Falling stars, 
valentine flower 

Valentynsblom Attracts birds, orange flowers (good cut 
flower) 

 Cyrtanthus 
elatus 

George lily George-lelie Attracts butterflies, full sun to light shade, 
moist soil.  

 Diascia 
interrigma 

Twinspurs Horinkies Pink flowers, feeds honeybees 

 Dierama 
pulcherrimum 

Angel’s fishing 
rod 

Oos-Londen 
grasklokkie 

Pink bell flowers, hardy, full sun. 

P 

W 
Dietes bicolor Wild iris Wilde iris, 

poublom 
Wet sites. fast growing, drought resistant. 
Easy cultivation 

 D. grandiflora Large wild iris Groot wilde-iris Wet sites, attracts, birds & butterflies, 
drought resistant, masses of flowers after 
rain.  

 Felicea 
amelloides 

Blue marguerite Bloumagriet Drought resistant, attracts butterflies. 
Excellent garden plant. 

https://pza.sanbi.org/agapanthus-africanus
https://pza.sanbi.org/agapanthus-africanus
https://pza.sanbi.org/agapanthus-praecox
https://pza.sanbi.org/agapanthus-praecox
https://pza.sanbi.org/arctotis-acaulis
https://pza.sanbi.org/arctotis-acaulis
https://pza.sanbi.org/asparagus-densiflorus
https://pza.sanbi.org/asparagus-densiflorus
https://pza.sanbi.org/bulbine-frutescens
https://pza.sanbi.org/bulbine-frutescens
https://pza.sanbi.org/chasmanthe-floribunda
https://pza.sanbi.org/chasmanthe-floribunda
https://pza.sanbi.org/chlorophytum-comosum
https://pza.sanbi.org/chlorophytum-comosum
https://pza.sanbi.org/chlorophytum-comosum
https://pza.sanbi.org/chlorophytum-saundersiae
https://pza.sanbi.org/cineraria-saxifraga
https://pza.sanbi.org/cineraria-saxifraga
https://pza.sanbi.org/clivia-miniata
https://pza.sanbi.org/crinum-moorei
https://pza.sanbi.org/crinum-moorei
https://pza.sanbi.org/crocosmia-aurea
https://pza.sanbi.org/crocosmia-aurea
https://pza.sanbi.org/cyrtanthus-elatus
https://pza.sanbi.org/cyrtanthus-elatus
https://pza.sanbi.org/diascia-integerrima
https://pza.sanbi.org/diascia-integerrima
https://wildflowernursery.co.za/indigenous-plant-database/dierama-pulcherrimum/
https://wildflowernursery.co.za/indigenous-plant-database/dierama-pulcherrimum/
https://pza.sanbi.org/dietes-bicolor
https://pza.sanbi.org/dietes-grandiflora
https://pza.sanbi.org/felicia-amelloides
https://pza.sanbi.org/felicia-amelloides
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 Gazania 
krebsiana 

Terracotta 
gazania 

Gousblom, 
botterblom 

Famously Namakwaland daisy. 

Drought resistant pioneer plant. Widely 
adapted. 

 Gazania 
rigens 

Trailing gazania, 
silver-leaf 
gazania 

Strandgousblom, 
rankbotterblom 

Bright yellow flowers against silver-grey 
foliage.  
Drought resistant, attracts butterflies. 
Endemic local.  

 Geranium 
incanum 

Carpet 
geranium 

Vrouetee, bergtee Effective against banks, or as border, also 
pretty trailing plant.  

 Helichrysum 
cymosum 

Gold carpet Gouetapyt Drought resistant pioneer plant, feeds 
honeybees, good pot plant. Fast growing, 
bright yellow flowers, low shrub.  

 H. petiolare Licorice plant Kooigoed Drought resistant pioneer plant, fragrant, 
feeds honeybees.  Beautiful silver-green 
foliage. Grows rapidly, needs to be cut 
back.  

W Kniphofia 
praecox 

Red-hot poker Vuurpyl Striking, bright orange flowers. Grows near 
rivers, damp and marshy conditions. 
Frequented by sunbirds and sugarbirds.  

W Lobelia alata 
(L. anceps) 

Swamp lobelia  Attractive groundcover for wet & boggy 
areas, fast grower, establish easily from 
cuttings. 

 Pelargonium 
fruticosum 

  Drought resistant, small shrub with pretty 
pink flowers. Local.  

 P. peltatum Ivy-leaved 
pelargonium 

Rankmalva, 
wildemalva 

Good pot plant, easily established 
vegetatively. Trailer. 

 Plectranthus 
ciliathus 

Speckled spur-
flower, wilde 
sage 

Wimperspoorsalie Good pot plant, ground cover, attracts 
honeybees & birds. Attractive garden plant, 
white to light mauve flowers.   

 P. strigosus Dwar spurflower Dwerg-spoorsalie Good pot plant, ground cover, attracts 
honeybees & birds. Attractive garden plant, 
white to light mauve flowers.   

 Rumohra 
adiantiformis 

Leatherleaf fern Seweweeksvaring Rhizome creeping fern, shady & moist 
positions. Very hardy. 

 

 Scabiosa 
columbaria 

Wild scabious Bitterbos Fragrant evergreen herb, white or pink 
flowers.  

 Sutera cordata 

(Chaenostoma 
cordatum) 

Trailing phlox Floks Widely adapted evergreen groundcover 

 Tulbaghia 
violacea 

Wild garlic Wilde knoffel Drought resistant, fragrant, attracts 
butterflies and honeybees. Fast-growing, 
purple flowers. Widely adapted.  

https://pza.sanbi.org/gazania-krebsiana
https://pza.sanbi.org/gazania-krebsiana
https://pza.sanbi.org/gazania-rigens-var-leucolaena
https://pza.sanbi.org/gazania-rigens-var-leucolaena
https://pza.sanbi.org/geranium-incanum
https://pza.sanbi.org/geranium-incanum
https://pza.sanbi.org/helichrysum-cymosum-subsp-cymosum
https://pza.sanbi.org/helichrysum-cymosum-subsp-cymosum
https://pza.sanbi.org/helichrysum-petiolare
https://pza.sanbi.org/kniphofia-species
https://pza.sanbi.org/kniphofia-species
https://pza.sanbi.org/lobelia-anceps
https://pza.sanbi.org/pelargonium-fruticosum
https://pza.sanbi.org/pelargonium-fruticosum
https://pza.sanbi.org/pelargonium-peltatum
https://pza.sanbi.org/plectranthus-ciliatus
https://pza.sanbi.org/plectranthus-ciliatus
https://pza.sanbi.org/plectranthus-strigosus
https://wildflowernursery.co.za/indigenous-plant-database/rumohra-adiantiformis/
https://wildflowernursery.co.za/indigenous-plant-database/rumohra-adiantiformis/
https://pza.sanbi.org/scabiosa-columbaria
https://pza.sanbi.org/scabiosa-columbaria
https://pza.sanbi.org/chaenostoma-cordatum
https://pza.sanbi.org/tulbaghia-violacea
https://pza.sanbi.org/tulbaghia-violacea
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P Watsonia 
borbonica 

Pink watsonia Kanolpypie Beautiful pink flowers. Endemic to 
southwestern Cape. 

P Watsonia 
vanderspuyiae 

Red watsonia Bergsuurkanol Feature plant, striking red flowers.   

 Zantedeschia 
aethiopica 

White arum lily Varkoor Wet site, stunning white flower.  Beloved by 
porcupines. 

 
GRASSES 
 

W Aristida 
junciformis 

Ngongoni Ngongoni Thick tufted grass, striking in mass 
plantings. Wet and clayey soil. 

 Melinis 
nerviglumis 

Bristle-leaved 
red-top grass 

Rooipluim Pink inflorescence with silky hair. Perennial 

P Melinis repens Natal red-top Natalse rooipluim, 
bergrooigras. 

Pink inflorescence.  Annual. Pioneer in 
disturbed areas.  

 Themeda 
thriandra 

Red grass Rooigras Tufted grass. Increase after fire. 

 
 
 
Some non-indigenous recommendations: 
 
Evolvulus (morning glory) – small purple-blue flowers 

Citrus jambhiri – “Cape Rough” lemon 

Viburnum – hedge, white flowers 

https://pza.sanbi.org/watsonia-borbonica
https://pza.sanbi.org/watsonia-borbonica
https://pza.sanbi.org/watsonia-vanderspuyiae
https://pza.sanbi.org/watsonia-vanderspuyiae
https://pza.sanbi.org/zantedeschia-aethiopica
https://pza.sanbi.org/zantedeschia-aethiopica
https://www.randomharvest.co.za/South-African-Indigenous-Plants/Show-Plant/PlantId/370/Plant/Aristida-junciformis
https://www.randomharvest.co.za/South-African-Indigenous-Plants/Show-Plant/PlantId/370/Plant/Aristida-junciformis
https://pza.sanbi.org/melinis-nerviglumis
https://pza.sanbi.org/melinis-nerviglumis
https://pza.sanbi.org/melinis-repens
https://pza.sanbi.org/themeda-triandra
https://pza.sanbi.org/themeda-triandra
https://www.lifeisagarden.co.za/evolvulus-blue-my-mind/
https://www.seedsforafrica.co.za/products/cape-rough-skinned-lemon-citrus-ssp-fruit-tree-5-seeds
https://www.capegardencentre.co.za/products/sweet-viburnum?srsltid=AfmBOoqdhNSAzckvADnM3g2llAoRzxB4J-yqU6gE1-kQZR24DeYTFYKw

